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Honoring a Legacy Built in Pasrur

On October 14, 2025, members of Friends of Pasrur from First Presbyterian Church in Towa City,
joined with PEB’s Pasrur community for a special day of celebration and hope. PEB’s Pasrur
Boarding House for girls was dedicated in honor of Jane Cranston, recognizing her years of
leadership with Friends of Pasrur and her unwavering commitment to girls’ education.
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On the same day, PEB and those visiting from Friends of Pasrur also celebrated the groundbreaking
of a new primary grades Academic and Administration Block at PEB’s Christian Girls’ Higher
Secondary School Pasrur. This is an exciting step toward strengthening education and providing
modern learning spaces for generations of girls to come.

Since its founding, more than 33,000 girls have received an education at CGHSS Pasrur.

Friends of Pasrur: Showing Up Every Year

In 1999, volunteers from First Presbyterian Church in Iowa City responded to a call to support
education in Pasrur and later formed Friends of Pasrur. What began as a step of faith has grown into
years of partnership with PEB schools. Each year, Friends of Pasrur provides scholarship support for
every girl living in the boarding house, ensuring that no student is turned away because of financial
hardship. Today, 108 girls call PEB’s Pasrur Boarding House their home.

Because of this commitment, the boarding house is more than a place to stay, it is a place of safety,
stability, and opportunity. For some girls, living on campus has helped them avoid early marriage,
begin their education, and build skills that lead to better livelihoods.

This partnership has also strengthened the Pasrur campus through key campus improvements,
including several academic classroom blocks, a boundary wall, library, multipurpose hall, and
computer and science labs. We hope this story encourages other churches to explore what
partnership with a PEB school community could look like and the lives it could help shape.

Lives Changed: The Impact of the Boarding House
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Behind every PEB student is a story of hope and change. Graduates of PEB schools in Pasrur have
gone on to do extraordinary things—becoming nurses, doctors, teachers, entrepreneurs, and
community leaders. Many have gone on to serve others, strengthening their families and communities
in lasting ways.

One powerful example is Huma John...

Huma grew up in a small village in Pasrur where life was
harsh and opportunities for girls were few. Her father
worked as a daily wage laborer and resources were very
scarce for her family. As a child, Huma often woke up at 4
am to help her mother collect leftover vegetables from the
market so the family could eat. Everything changed when
a kind vegetable seller told her mother about PEB’s
Christian Girls’ High School Pasrur. Admission to the
boarding house at CGHS Pasrur opened a new world. In a
safe and supportive environment, Huma thrived, excelling
in science and biology, completing her studies, and later
earning a degree in nutrition.

Today, Huma is a certified nutritionist who runs a small community health center near
Pasrur, offering free nutritional guidance to underprivileged families. Because of the
education she gained she has transformed her own opportunities into a source of support,
guidance, and empowerment for others in her community.

To support Friends of PEB and our work in Pakistan, click the button below.

Give Now

Friends of PEB also welcomes planned gifts, donor-advised funds, IRA
distributions, or gifts in other forms. If you have questions about your gift,
please email Cheryl Burke, Executive Director, at cheryl@friendsofpeb.org or
call 678-697-6454.
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